
BVF Competition / Ranking / Selection Proposal 
Report on the Survey Responses 

Proposal Survey Coverage 
The proposal documents were posted on the BVF website, and an email notification of this sent to the 
membership, on 18 April 2016. A reminder email was sent on 24 April 2016. 
The survey was opened on 25 April 2016, and notification was both posted on the BVF website and sent 
by email to members. 
Paper copies of the proposal documents and survey questions were sent to those members who do not 
claim an email address. 
Regular notifications and updates were posted on the BVF Facebook page. 
The survey was closed at midnight, Sunday 15 May 2016. 
In addition to the survey responses I received over 40 emails from members wishing to expand upon 
their survey responses. Every email was responded to and the views expressed taken into consideration 
when preparing my recommendations to the Committee. 

Overview of Responses 
There were a total of 234 online responses and 1 postal response made by the closing date; a total of 
235. Not all responses were complete, with some responders choosing not to answer one or more 
questions. 
The membership of BVF as at March 2016 was 620 members. This gives a response rate of 37.9%. This 
is a very good response rate for surveys of this kind. 
Of the 207 responders that indicated their gender, 143 were male and 64 female. This gives a responder 
demographic of 69.1% male and 30.9% female. The demographic of the total membership is 70.6% 
male and 29.4% female. I consider that the survey responses are representative of the membership's 
gender demographic. 
Of the 209 responders that indicated their age category, 64 were category 1, 74 were category 2, 47 
were Category 3 and 24 were category 4. This gives a responder demographic of 30.6% Cat 1, 35.4% 
Cat 2, 22.5% Cat 3 and 11.5% Cat 4. The demographic of the total membership is of 25.2% Cat 1, 
37.3% Cat 2, 24.2% Cat 3 and 13.3% Cat 4. I consider that the survey responses are broadly 
representative of the membership's age category demographic, although with a higher response rate 
from the youngest age category. 
Of the 205 responders that indicated their primary weapon, 69 were foilists, 77 were epeeists and 59 
sabreurs. This gives a responder demographic of 33.7% foil, 37.5% epee and 28.8% sabre. The 
demographic of the entries to the 2016 BVF National Championships is 31.7% foil, 41.5% epee and 
26.8% sabre. I consider that the survey responses are broadly representative of the membership's 
weapon type demographic. 

Response Details and Analysis 
The table below shows the responses received to the first six questions of the survey, together with the 
confidence interval margin of error in considering the response to be accurate for the whole of the 
membership to a confidence level of 95% certainty. 
This confidence level is the 'industry norm' for research sampling activity. A margin of error of 5% or less 
is considered to indicate an accurate result from a survey. 
This calculation has been made using the free online Survey System calculator provided by Creative 
Research Systems. 
  



Question No. of 
Responses 

Responses 

Yes* No % 
'Yes' 

Margin 
of Error 

+/- 
1) Do you agree that the creation and support of 
such a circuit of veteran competitions should be 
undertaken? 

228 179 49 78.5 4.2% 

2) Would you be willing to enter competitions on 
such a circuit on a regular basis? 231 157 74 68.0 4.8% 

3) Do you currently enter the larger competitions 
(NIF rating of 20 or higher) on the UK senior circuit 
on a regular basis? 

232 99 133 42.7 5.0% 

4) Do you agree that the proposed competition 
format is an appropriate format for veteran 
competitions?* 

225 187 38 83.1 3.9% 

5) Do you agree that the proposed ranking scheme 
is an acceptable compromise between the various 
aims of BVF and is an acceptable method for 
ranking fencers within their age group. 

219 150 69 68.5 4.9% 

6) Do you agree that the proposed selection 
scheme is a better method of selecting fencers to 
represent Great Britain than the current scheme? 

213 148 65 69.5 5.0% 

* For Q4 the 'Yes' figure combines both the 'Yes, including the handicap aspect' and the 'Yes, excluding 
the handicap aspect'. Of the 187 'Yes' responses, the split between the 2 responses were 134 and 53 
respectively, giving a proportion in favour of the handicap aspect of 71.1%, +/- 4.07%. 
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